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FREEPORT COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

IAN MURPHY-MITCHARD

SCHOLARSHIP FOR THE ARTS

The family of Ian Murphy-Mitchard, in his honor and memory, has created the Ian Murphy-Mitchard Scholarship for the Arts.

Ian also known as Raindog Murphy, passed away September 24, 2007 at the age of 28. He was the cherished son of Marilee Murphy-Odendahl and Ted Odendahl of Freeport, and Guy Mitchard of New Mexico.

His mother wrote, “When not traveling the country by freight train, thumb or motorcycle, Ian worked with his father as an apprentice carpenter. Ian was a complex, intelligent man with a passion for music. His eclectic tastes ran from Tom Waits to Ozzy to Mozart. He loved to write and aspired to become a novelist. His accrual of life experience during his short years would have given Jack Kerouac a run for his money. Ian fervently believed in the practice of "paying it forward." He thought that if each person would reach out to the less fortunate the world could change - one person at a time. During his 10 hard-traveling years he often was homeless, but he told stories of having been the recipient of extraordinary kindness from strangers. Consequently, Ian would give someone in need literally the shirt off his back, his shoes, or his last dollar. He had few material possessions, but he possessed a wealth of human goodness.”  Ian was an inspired audience for a formal concert, a bar band or a man with a saxophone on a street corner – any performer from the professional to the street musician would receive the same respectful and enthusiastic support.  Ian was no snob when it came to artistic effort – he truly believed that if someone was committed enough to “put their art out there” it was his duty to give it a respectful listen/look/read and all the support he could muster.  “Art is for people”, he said and this scholarship is about giving all aspiring artists a chance to receive support.

This scholarship for the Arts is given to a talented graduate whose passion for art in its myriad forms – photography, voice, instrument, poetry, writing, painting, sculpture, collage, and drawing – any artist endeavor.  Arts and artist inform and influence the way we look at the world –sometimes in benign and beautiful forms and sometimes in showing the underbelly of the world in such intense detail all notions of what constitutes and defines art is challenged.  Ian knew that.  The recipient of this scholarship need not be “best in show” or have the best grade point.   We are looking for a passionate learner and a person committed to pursuing his or her vision of their art for as long as the flame of desire to create keeps burning.   They need not be a person pursing a degree program in the arts specifically.  We encourage applicants to think outside the box of  “typical” art scholarships.

The purpose of the Ian Murphy-Mitchard Scholarship is to financially assist a graduating senior in high school, home school or GED program or Alternative School program with their continuing career or interest in the arts. Each year, a scholarship(s) will be awarded by a committee at the Freeport Community Foundation comprised of individuals from various backgrounds in the Arts and community members and Board members.

The advisory committee will select scholarship recipients each spring under the direction of the Freeport Community Foundation. The deadline for scholarship applications is April 8, 2011 by 4:00 p.m. Applications received after this date will not be accepted.

Criteria for Scholarship Application

Stephenson County resident graduating from high school, home school program or GED and going on to study for a career in; music (including vocal), visual arts, or creative writing.

One or more letters of recommendation from: current teacher, mentor, director, and private teacher in the area that your talent lays.

A personal statement, with a maximum of 500 words, on why you became interested in the specific area of arts, who influenced you the most and what your goals are in field you have chosen.

Any additional information that you feel will help you win this scholarship (i.e. CD with your music or photos of visual art may be included, but are not mandatory.

Application and attachments ( a total of 5 copies) completed and submitted by deadline to:

Scholarship Committee

Freeport Community Foundation

524 W. Stephenson St.

Freeport, Ill 61032

