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Mission:  The purpose of the Freeport Community Foundation is to help provide for the well-being of the citizens of northwest Illinois by accumulating assets in the form of permanent endowment funds and prudently distributing income from those funds to charitable organizations.

Guidelines for Grants:

Freeport Community Foundation supports 501(c)3 organizations serving citizens in northwest Illinois, primarily Freeport.

The size and number of grants are directly related to the amount of money available each grant period and to the restrictions donors have placed upon the use of certain funds.

In general, grants are nonrenewable.

Funding Objectives:

The Freeport Community Foundation is particularly interested in funding initiatives that are collaborative, inclusive and responsive to major needs of the community.  Programs and/or activities should:

· Present innovative, creative and practical approaches in dealing with community needs

· Strengthen the capacity of the community to solve problems or seize opportunities in the future

· Encourage partnerships and collaborative efforts to reduce duplication of services

· Demonstrate vision, action, effectiveness, good management and quality

Fields of Interest:

Specific fields of interest include, though are not limited to, programs and/or activities that:

· Address current and emerging needs

· Foster civil and community betterment

· Meet human and health service needs

· Provide reform and innovation in the schools and new approaches to learning 

· Encourage the advancement of arts and literature

Restrictions:

In general, grants are not made for the following from the Freeport Community Foundation fund:

· Annual project/program support and ongoing operating support

· Annual fundraising drives

· Capital campaigns (this does not exclude grants for emergency capital needs)

· Capital and operating debt reduction

· Endowments

· Grants to individuals, fraternal organizations, bands, booster clubs

· Travel or conference expenses

· Religious purposes (this does not exclude grants to religious organizations for nonreligious purposes)

· Fundraising expenses

Grant Application Materials Required:
All items must be submitted by 4:00 pm. on the deadline date for funding consideration.  Include ten complete copies, plus the original.  Eleven total. If e-mailing grant, confirm that the entire grant was received otherwise you may be disqualified. Each complete grant application must contain each of the following seven components: Please use your checklist. 

1. A cover letter of no more than two pages.  The letter should include:

· Mission/Purpose of organization

· Funding amount requested

· Describe what the project/program is and what it is to accomplish
· Expected results and outcomes
· Clientele targeted

· Geographic area of service

· Ability to provide long-range planning/funding beyond funding period

· How are you measuring your results
2. Completed Grant Application – Organization Fact Sheet
3. List of Board of Directors and the principal staff of the organization
4. Total budget for proposed project
5. List of additional sources of funding committed or pending to the project
6. Optional-Up to three letters of support
7. Optional-Up to three news articles or print pieces regarding your initiative 
8. IRS letter (from the Dept. of Treasury) as proof of 501(c)3 status 
9. One copy of most recent audit, if available, or previous year’s financial statements
     10.  Provide written estimates from one or more vendors for large purchases related to 
the project.

Emergency and critical needs grants may be considered outside the normal grant cycle.

All required Grant Application materials are to be mailed, e-mailed or delivered to:

Freeport Community Foundation

524 W. Stephenson Street Suite #101

Freeport, Illinois  61032
fcf@aeroinc.net

If you have any questions about the grant application process or the Freeport Community Foundation, please contact Cindy Rotblat, Executive Director at 815.232.5184.
